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In Fall 2018, the Contra Costa Transportation Authority
(CCTA) and project partners began construction on 11
miles of an express lane on southbound I-680 (SB I-680)
from Marina Vista Avenue in Martinez to around Livorna
Road in Alamo.
Express lanes are converted carpool lanes that provide travel
choices for the motoring public, improving mobility and freeway
operations. They remain toll-free to carpoolers and other eligible
vehicles and are available to solo drivers for a fee.
Overhead Sign Foundation, I-680 Median,
Martinez

PROJECT OVERVIEW
The project entails I-680 freeway widening work in the southbound
direction between North Main Street in Walnut Creek to just South
of Rudgear Road in Walnut Creek to accommodate the completion
of the high-occupancy vehicle (HOV)/carpool lane, which will be
converted to an express lane. Additionally, the project will convert
eight miles of an existing southbound HOV/carpool lane to an
express lane between Marina Vista Avenue in Martinez and North
Main Street in Walnut Creek. To accommodate freeway widening
work, tree removal took place during the Winter of 2018, and utility
relocation took place in the Spring of 2018. When construction is
complete, there will be 24 miles of continuous southbound express
lane between the Benicia-Martinez Bridge toll plaza and the
Alameda County line.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES

Concrete Barrier Demolition, I-680 Median,
Walnut Creek

Construction on this project is proceeding as
planned. During Spring 2019, the following
construction activities are scheduled to take place:
• Completion of new fiber optic conduit
installation on I-680 from Livorna Road to South
Main Street.

Start of construction of:

• Completion of new CIDH (cast-in-drilled-hole)
foundations for toll system equipment on I-680
from SR-242 to the Benicia-Martinez Bridge.

• New median concrete barrier on I-680 from
SR-242 to the Benicia-Martinez Bridge.

• Continued construction of new PG&E service
extensions in various locations on I-680.
• Installation of temporary highway striping to
guide traffic safely around construction activities
in the median.
• Installation of temporary orange fencing to
protect sensitive species during construction.

• New median concrete barrier on I-680 from
the Rudgear Road undercrossing to SR-24.

• New drainage facilities on South Main Street at
the southbound I-680 ramps.
Note: Construction on the concrete barrier and
drainage facilities may pose some noise and
traffic impacts to project neighbors during the
day and night.
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Additional upcoming construction milestones and
estimated dates (weather permitting):
• Spring 2019:
• Drainage work at I-680/South Main Street.
• Sidewalk work on the west side of South
Main Street between Sunny Court and the
southbound I-680 ramps.

Completed soundwall, simulated view

WHAT TO EXPECT
Project Neighbors in Parkmead:
Soundwall Construction
Our project neighbors in the Parkmead
neighborhood can expect increased noise due
to the removal and construction of a retaining
wall/soundwall adjacent to South Main Street. In
order to enable freeway widening work and to
accommodate work on other sections of the project,
it is anticipated that the retaining wall/soundwall
will remain down for approximately one year.
The upcoming construction work will include the
following activities and impacts to project neighbors:

• May 2019 to May 2020: Construction of retaining
wall (No. 4) adjacent to South Main Street.
Upon completion of freeway construction,
landscaping will be completed to restore aesthetics.
CCTA is currently finalizing the project’s landscape
design. Please stay tuned to future e-newsletters for
periodic updates.

• Retaining wall/soundwall removal and

construction is anticipated to begin in May
2019 and end in May 2020. Work will occur
day and night.

PG&E Service Extension, NB I-680, Concord

• During removal and construction, residents may
experience moderate amounts of noise from
construction equipment and freeway traffic.

• Noise from job site activities at night will not

exceed 86 decibels at 50 feet (equivalent to
an average household dishwasher) from 6pm
to 7am with the exceptions of installation and/
or removal of temporary structures. These
few exceptions are to ensure the project is
completed as quickly and safely as possible.

Project Partners
PG&E Service Extension, NB I-680, Concord

For more information, visit the project website at www.680xpresslanesproject.com
or call the Project Information Line at (925) 206-3019

